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1. About ACE

Adrienne Hart taking part in Dance SCAPES project, Swindon

Photo: Kevin Clifford



Who we are Arts Council England is the main public funder for arts 

and culture in England, using money from the 

government and National Lottery.

In March 2020, following the Covid-19 crisis, most of our 

open grant programmes were suspended while we ran 

Emergency Response Funds.

From 22 July, Project Grants is reopening – this is the 

focus for this presentation.



Our new 
strategy –
have a read (if 
you want)

We have just launched our new strategy – called Let’s 

Create – for the next ten years, 2020-2030.

Three outcomes

• Creative People.

• Cultural Communities.

• A Creative & Cultural Country.

Four investment principles

• Ambition & Quality.

• Inclusivity & Relevance.

• Environmental Responsibility.

• Dynamism.

Visit: https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/letscreate

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/letscreate


Access 
support fund

We have money available to help remove barriers 

for people with access needs:

• Guidance in alternative formats, BSL, etc.

• The cost of an access support worker such as note 

taker, BSL interpreter or personal assistant for one to 

one meetings with us or to help you complete the 

application form.

Open process, light touch – don’t have to ‘prove’ need.



Access 
support fund

We have money available to help remove barriers 

for people with access needs:

email enquries@artscouncil.org.uk

Put ACCESS or ACCESS SUPPORT in the subject line.

• Your main artform

• The barrier/s you face

• What support you would like

• Your location

• Who you would like to nominate to help you (if you know)

• How much that will cost (if you know)

mailto:enquries@artscouncil.org.uk


2. About
Project Grants



Project Grants 
– the basics

Project Grants is for anyone who wants to 

make experiences that reach the public, 

now or in future.

It’s a rolling fund – you can apply any time 

for £1,000 - £100,000.

For £1,000-£15,000 it’s a shorter form, 

decisions within 6 weeks. For £15,000+, a 

longer form with decisions in 12 weeks.

Applications are all online, through our 

‘Grantium’ portal.



What can you 
apply for? Dance

Music

Theatre

Visual Arts

Museums

Literature

Combined Arts



What can you 
apply for?

Doing research for a new project

Making new work

Events

Workshops

Touring work



What can’t 
you apply 
for?

Work that won’t reach people in England

Things that have already happened

School or university courses

Business running costs

Cinema or fashion



3. What’s new?



Project 
grants –
what’s 
changed?

• £60m budget to April 2021.

• No match funding 

requirement for now 

(previously 10%). You can 

still tell us if you do have it.

• We have more flexibility 

around what public 

engagement means.

• You need to ensure any 

activity is safe and meets 

government guidance.



What are we 
expecting to 
fund?

• Applications from individuals – aiming for 50%. 

• Funding time for artists to think and plan, as well as 

do new project research & development.

• Some organisational development.

• Live activity that can be safely delivered now, or 

digital work (rather than activity far in the future).

• Activity that aligns with our Equality Objectives.



So what sort 
of thing 
could I apply 
for?

Some 
examples…

• Writers – time to pay yourself to finish a new play.

• Directors or theatre-makers – in-person, socially-

distanced R&D for a new show.

• Performers – outdoor shows, or piloting indoor work 

with venues.

• Companies – work on fundraising plans or board 

development, with consultant support. 

• Technicians – offering online training or workshops.

• Designers – learning new skills or sharing 

approaches to improve their work in future.



Arts Council England

Bicycle Ballet, Brighton, 2006
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4. Making an application



Apply online 
– Grantium

• Registering a user account 
takes a few days – get 
yourself set up in advance.

• Some people find Grantium
challenging – you are not 
alone!

• Our enquiries team will help 
with the portal

• Request Access Support 
funding if you are facing 
barriers with the system.

Shoreline, Simon Birch Dance, SALT 2016
photography by Steve Tanner



Grantium
application 
portal

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/welcome-grantium#section-1


The 
application 
form

• Basic details – summary & dates

Then the application form asks focused questions 

over four sections:

• Quality – what is the idea, who’s involved?

• Public engagement – who is it for?

• Finance – what does it cost?

• Management – when, where, how?

The number & depth of questions increases with the 

value of the application



Public 
engagement 
– audiences 
and 
participants

• We know public engagement is complicated right 

now. We can be flexible about what this means.

• Digital audiences, such as people joining a live 

event or visiting a website.

• Future audiences for R&D, organisational 

development, or new skills – just tell us who you 

want to reach in future, and any plans to get there.

• Live audience – make clear how plans comply with 

government guidance.



More 
guidance & 
support

More guidance online

• https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/projectgrants

Info in different formats

• Video, BSL, Audio Podcast, Large Print, Easy Read:

http://artscouncil.org.uk/access

Customer Services

• Eligibility, help with Grantium, Access Support:

enquiries@artscouncil.org.uk

Relationship Managers

• Some 1:1 surgeries available in London Theatre:  

theatre.assistants@artscouncil.org.uk

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/projectgrants
http://artscouncil.org.uk/access
mailto:enquiries@artscouncil.org.uk
mailto:theatre.assistants@artscouncil.org.uk


What else?



What has 
been 
announced?

• Culture Recovery Fund: Grants £500m

• Culture Recovery Fund: Repayable finance £270m

• Emergency Grassroots Music Venues Fund £2.25m 

(NOW CLOSED)

• Project Grants (£60m to April 2021) and Grassroots 

Music venues within Project Grants

• Developing Your Creative Practice £18m (coming 

soon)

• Additional £2m – funds for freelancers (coming soon)



5. Questions & 

discussion

Thank You!


