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Unlimited gives money to disabled
artists to make some great work.
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Shape Arts and Artsadmin run the
Unlimited programme.
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Arts Council England

Arts Council Wales

The British Council

Spirit of 2012

In 2016 Unlimited was able to give
some money to disabled artists who
did not live in the UK.
This document is about one of
these projects.
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Commissions
A commission is an order for
something to be made like a piece
of art.
In March 2017 Unlimited chose six
projects to commission and gave
them research and development
grants.
These projects were collaborations
between artists from the UK and
other countries.
The grants were between £15,000
and £25,000 plus some extra money
from other sources.

A grant is money you get from an
organisation to pay for something
you need.
A collaboration is when
people work together to
produce something.
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These are the collaborations that
Unlimited chose to be commissioned:
1. Richard Butchins – The Voice of the
Unicorn (JAPAN / UK)
This was a collaboration between
disabled dancer Kazuyo Morita,
artist Richard Butchins and autistic
Japanese artists Yasuyuki Ueno,
Mami Yoshikawa and Koji Nishioka.
Together they created a mixture of
moving images and experimental
documentary about
communicating without speaking.

2. Rachel Gadsden – It Was Paradise
(PALESTINE / UK)

This collaboration looked at being
left alone and finding hope.

Artists from the UK and Palestine
created live artwork, performance
and virtual drawings.
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3. Billy Read – Somebody’s Watching
Me (CHINA (HONG KONG) / UK)

A digital dance performance
involving deaf dancers to increase
the experience of sound.

4. Kaite O’Reilly – The Singapore ‘d’
Monologues (SINGAPORE / UK)

This was a theatre project about
difference, disability and what it is
to be human.
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5. Baluji Shrivastav – Antardrishti
Inner Vision (INDIA / UK)
This is a collaboration between
Inner Vision Orchestra, Britain’s
only blind orchestra involving
international musicians, and
digital artists Addictive TV.
They are creating music you can
see with the idea of inner vision,
and thinking about sight and
sightlessness.
6. VIVA Carnival – Alegria Samba
School (BRAZIL / UK)
This is a new partnership between
Embaixadores da Alegria, who
organise carnivals for disabled
people in Brazil, and learning
disabled artists and performers
from VIVA Carnival based on the
Isle of Wight, UK.

5 of these projects were chosen to
get full development and to go on
tour in 2018.
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What worked well? What
was learnt?
Many of the collaborators said
the quality of art was better than
they expected.

People commented on the high
standard of support provided by
organisations in other countries.

An important part of these
collaborations was that artists could
work together face to face.
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The money from the research and
development grants allowed artists to
travel and spend more time together.

This also allowed artists to have new
experiences of different cultures.
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When people couldn't be together
face to face they used social
networks and messenger
applications to communicate.

This was helpful because of time
differences between countries and
because not everyone had access to
a computer.

Social networks and messenger
applications were very important
in the Rachel Gadsden project
because the Palestinian artists
were not allowed to come to the
UK for political reasons.

Social networks and messenger
applications are things like
Facebook or Twitter where
people can share information
and comments.
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What can others learn
from this?

The difference in cultures was
sometimes challenging for
disabled artists.
In some countries there is less
understanding about disability and
the needs of disabled people.
Some workspaces didn’t have the
right access and there were
differences in working styles.
This meant that some of the
collaborations were slowed down.
For different reasons people felt
that time was sometimes being
wasted during the collaborations
and this was frustrating.
It is important that timeframes
are planned for each step of
the collaboration.

PLAN

It would be useful to have more
support and focus on time
management from the beginning of
projects in the future.
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For more information
UNLl~ITED...

UNLIWITED-
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If you want more information about Unlimited
please go to:

Web: weareunlimited.org.uk/about-unlimited

Easy read by Easy-Read-Online.co.uk
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