FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
29 JULY 2016

Call for applications announced for  Unlimited’s  third  round  of  
commissions

Unlimited, the arts commissioning programme delivered in partnership by Shape Arts
and Artsadmin which supports disabled artists to create and present exceptional
work across all art forms, today announces the dates and guidelines for applications
to the third round of arts commissions and Research and Development (R&D)
awards.
Disabled artists and companies who are creating new disability-led work are invited
to submit expressions of interest via  Unlimited’s online applications portal which
opens 3 October 2016 at 12pm. There will be three strands of funding available:





Main: Unlimited main commissions and R&D awards for mid-career and
established disabled artists
International: international collaborative commissions and R&D awards
Emerging: commissions for young and/or emerging disabled artists to create
work or run participatory projects

Each commission strand is funded differently and so is open to artists and
companies based in different parts of the UK. As Unlimited is funded primarily by
Arts Council England, artists and companies based in England can apply to all
strands and programmes. If based in Wales, artists and companies can apply for
Main R&D awards, Emerging commissions and International commissions; if based
in Scotland or Northern Ireland, artists and companies can apply for Emerging
commissions.
The guidelines and instructions on how to submit expressions of interest can be
found on the Unlimited website at http://weareunlimited.org.uk/apply-to-unlimited/.
The deadline for submissions of expressions of interest will be 7 November 2016
with shortlisting taking place shortly thereafter via three separate panels – panel
members to be announced 9 November 2016. Shortlisted artists and companies will
then discuss their applications with and receive guidance from members of the
Unlimited team before submitting full applications, the portal for which will open 28
November 2016. The deadline for full applications will be 20 February 2017 with
successful applicants chosen by the panels and announced in March 2017.
Current Unlimited  commissions  from  the  programme’s  second  round  will be
highlights  of  this  September’s  Unlimited  Festivals at Southbank Centre, London and
Tramway, Glasgow. They will include  Sheila  Hill’s  ‘Him’,  Noëmi  Lakmaier’s  
‘Cherophobia’,  Jack  Dean’s  ‘Grandad  and  the  Machine’  and  Liz  Carr’s  ‘Assisted  
Suicide:  The  Musical’.
Jo Verrent, Senior Producer of Unlimited, says:
“With three strands that disabled artists and companies can apply to, Unlimited now
has the potential to commission more work than ever before, thanks to funding not
only from Arts Council England, but also the Arts Council of Wales, Spirit of 2012
and British Council. With an easier way to apply in the first instance - by just sending
in an expression of interest rather than a full application - we hope we can engage a
wider diversity of applications and also care better for the capacity of the sector. I
can’t  wait  to  see  what  amazing,  provocative,  inspired  and  incredible  ideas  we  get  in  
this time round!”

For more information please contact Lulu Nunn – Arts Engagement, PR and
Marketing Officer at Shape Arts at lulu@shapearts.org.uk or on +44 (0) 20 7424
7357

Image: current Unlimited commission – ‘The  Way  You  Look  at  Me  Tonight’,  by  
Claire Cunningham and Jess Curtis. Credit: Sven Hagolani

Notes to Editors
Unlimited is an arts commissioning programme that aims to embed work by
disabled artists within the UK and international cultural sectors, reach new audiences
and shift perceptions of disabled people. Unlimited is delivered by the disability-led
arts organisation Shape Arts and arts-producing organisation Artsadmin and is
funded from 2013-16 by the National Lottery through Arts Council England, Arts
Council of Wales and Creative Scotland.
The new Unlimited programme builds on the success of the two previous Unlimited
programmes that took place between 2009 and 2016, initially created as part of the
Cultural Olympiad 2012. So far, Unlimited has produced 20 commissions by artists
which have been exhibited in high-profile arts venues all over the world, and has
supported over 50 artists in total with 75% of Unlimited funds going directly to artists.
Previous works commissioned and developed by Unlimited have included
Touretteshero’s  ‘Backstage  in  Biscuit  Land’,  Cameron  Morgan’s  ‘TV  Classics  Part  1’,  
Sheila  Hill’s  ‘Him’  and  Aaron  Williamson’s  ‘Demonstrating  the  World’.
Shape and Artsadmin received funding in early 2016 from British Council and Arts
Council England’s  Ambitions  for  Excellence  award  for  international  development  of  
the programme, extending  Unlimited’s  reach around the world.
Unlimited Impact, funded by Spirit of 2012, focuses on supporting young people,
geographic reach and ensuring legacy.
www.weareunlimited.org.uk and www.unlimitedimpact.org.uk and
www.twitter.com/weareunltd
Shape Arts is a disability-led arts organisation working to improve access to culture
for disabled people by developing opportunities for disabled artists, training cultural
institutions to be more open to disabled people, and running participatory arts and
development programmes.
www.shapearts.org.uk and www.twitter.com/shapearts
Artsadmin enables artists to create without boundaries, producing bold
interdisciplinary work to connect with local, national and international audiences. At
Toynbee Studios in East London, Artsadmin have established a centre for the
creation and presentation of new work. Their advisory service supports artists at
every stage of their development with free advice and opportunities.
www.artsadmin.co.uk and www.twitter.com/artsadm
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